Chile May Free 
Some Prisoners 
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SANTIAGO, Chile, Sept 1— rights of prisoners in Chile, 
both in and out of govern 
ment, have been 


Gen. Augusto Pinochet, presi 
Jdent of the Chilean military 
junta and chief of state, 
hinted today that his govern- 
.ment is considering freeing 
some of its several thousand 
bolitical prisoners. 

; The indication was con- 
tained in a conciliatory an- 
swer to the plea made last 
Week by the leaders of Chile's 
four largest religious denomi 
nations for an end to some of 
the repressive measures in ef- 
fect for almost a year since 
the military overthrew Presi 
dent Salvador Allende and 
ended his Marxist govern 
iaent. 

f : Gen. Pinochet’s moderate 
answer to the leaders of Chi- 
le’s Roman Catholics, Method- 
ists, Lutherans and Jews .was 
published today on the front 
'page of the government-owned 
Newspaper La Patria. 

C The exchange of letters 
tame at a time when informed 
sources concerned with the 


reporting 

that the military junta was 
considering freeing and de- 
porting some of the best- 
known supporters of President 
Allende who have been held 
since shortly after the military 
coup last Sept 11. 

Gen. Pinochet, a career in 
fantry officer, has scheduled a 
press conference for Wednes- 
day and might choose tha oc- 
casion to announce the meas- 
ure. 

In his letter to the church- 
men, he said: "I believe it is 
necessary to remind you that, 
moved by the sincere spirit of 
justice and the profound de- 
sire of the government over 
which I preside to bring peace 
to all Chileans, and on its own 
initiative, a study of concrete 
measures that could benefit 
certain persons affected by 
the juridical norms goverhing 
the emergency we are living 
through, has been ordered/ 
Gen. Pinochet said. 

Gen. Pinochet thanked the 
religious leaders for their let- 
ter and their concern for 
peace in Chile. He said the 
government shared that con- 
cern. The moderate tone of 
the general’s letter was in 
marked contrast to press at- 
tacks that followed the publi- 
cation of the letter Friday. 

Four bishops — two Roman 
Catholics, and two Protestants 
—and the grand rabbi of Chile 
asked Pinochet to consider 
■ freedom for some detainees, 
to end the state of war that 
now permits the trial of politi- 
cal cases by military courts, 
and to permit civilian courts 
to review all sentences handed 
down by military courts since 
last September. Gen. Pino- 
chet’s answer did not discuss 
the last two requests. 

Gen. Pinochet said the gov- 
ernment would have to pro- 
ceed with caution and weigh 
national security considera- 
tions in taking the religious 
leaders’ suggestions. He also 
said that those affected by re- 
pressive measures are a small 
minority of Chileans. 

About 6,000 men and women 
are estimated to be under de- 
tention for politcal reasons. It 
is believed that tens of thou- 
sands have been detained at 
one time or another. The pop- 
ulation of Chile is just over 9 
million. 


